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L32 Pol Sci 3103 
Fall 2019 
Tues/Thurs 10:00am-11:20am 
Seigle Hall 208 

Taylor N. Carlson 
tncarlson@wustl.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesdays 1:30-3:30 
Seigle Hall 289 

 
 

Political Psychology 
 

Political psychology is a rapidly growing field of research located at the intersection of 
psychology and political science. Broadly, political psychology helps us understand how 
individuals think and feel about politics, and how these psychological factors shape political 
behavior.  This course is designed to examine the major areas of research on how psychological 
factors explain important political phenomena, such as political participation, vote choice, 
polarization, partisanship, media consumption, political knowledge, political communication, 
and policy preferences.   
 

Ultimate Learning Outcome 
 

By the end of this course, students should be able to develop and communicate in writing a well-
reasoned argument about how psychological principles can explain political behavior and/or 
outcomes in the real world to an audience that best fits their career goals. For instance, this 

written piece could be a political blog post, a letter to the editor, a campaign strategy memo, a 
communications strategy memo, etc. You should be able to integrate key course concepts to 
defend your argument as well as acknowledge its limitations. Students will demonstrate their 

achievement of this learning outcome through a final project. 
 

Mediating Learning Outcomes 
 

Students should be able to write a strong thesis statement and identify sources of evidence for 
their arguments. Students will practice this skill in the rough draft of the final project, as well as 

in class activities throughout the semester.  
 

Students should be able to make connections between course concepts and current events.  For 
example, students should be able to read a news article about how individuals voted along party 
lines in the 2016 presidential election and make a connection to heuristics, as discussed in class. 
Students will practice this skill during discussions in class and online, and reading responses.  

 
Foundational Learning Outcomes 

 
Students should be able to express, both orally and in writing, the definitions and importance of 
key concepts in political psychology, such as: personality, genopolitics, psychophysiology, the 

Big 5, information processing, heuristics, motivated reasoning, framing effects, priming, 
partisanship, ideology, implicit attitudes, social identity theory, affective polarization, and social 
networks.  Students will demonstrate their mastery of key concepts on the midterm exam, in class 

activities, reading responses, and in the final project. 
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Teaching Philosophy 
 
My approach to teaching is guided by three fundamental goals. First, I aim to foster the 
development of critical thinking skills. Second, I seek to prepare students to achieve their 
academic and professional goals by giving them opportunities to enhance the skillsets that most 
closely relate to their goals.  Third, I strive to promote an inclusive classroom in which students 
of all demographic, ideological, or political backgrounds are comfortable engaging with one 
another in class discussions.  
 
My Expectations  
 
I have high expectations for my students! This class will be challenging, but I am confident that 
you can succeed if you take the assignments seriously, actively engage with the material—and 
each other—in class, and seek help when needed. My goal is to make this course, including 
lectures and assignments, worth your time.  I expect that you read the assigned material and 
complete reading responses before the beginning of class. I acknowledge that everyone learns 
differently, which is why I assess learning in a variety of ways. However, if at any point you feel 
that you are falling behind in the course, I encourage—and expect—you to talk with me so that 
we can work out a solution together. The sooner you come to me, the better I will be able to help 
you.  
 
Course Requirements 
 
Students will be assessed based on a variety of assignments. Each student learns differently and 
comes to this class with different skillsets and interests. I aim to accommodate those differences 
while giving students the opportunity to improve in areas they are less comfortable. For instance, 
some students are shy and are uncomfortable speaking up in class, while others are eager to 
participate. To accommodate this, I allow students to earn participation points in a variety of 
ways, including discussions on the course discussion board, in-class activities, small group 
discussions, and large group discussions. That said, I encourage students to try to step outside 
their comfort zones in this course. Getting comfortable speaking in front of others is an important 
skill in any professional setting.   
 
Grades will thus consist of the following components: 
 

• Participation: 15% 
• Reading Responses: 15% (5 responses at 3% each) 
• Midterm Exam: 30% (Tuesday, October 22, 2019) 
• Rough Draft of Final Paper: 5% (Monday, November 25, 2019 7:59pm) 
• Peer Feedback on Final Paper: 5% (Wednesday, December 4, 2019 7:59pm) 
• Final Paper: 30% (Wednesday, December 11, 7:59pm) 
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Participation: Participation is assessed in two domains: in-class participation and online Canvas 
participation.  Perfect attendance is not enough to earn an A in participation. In both online and 
in-class participation, I expect students to be respectful of one another.  It is perfectly acceptable 
to disagree with one another and to engage in a spirited debate about the material, but uncivil, 
inappropriate, and disrespectful communication will not be tolerated. 

• In-class participation will be assessed using a rubric, which is posted on the course 
website on Canvas. Students are expected to come to class prepared to engage with the 
lecture by asking and answering questions, participating in in-class simulations and 
activities, and participating in small and large group discussions. Class sessions will be 
much more meaningful—and enjoyable—if students are prepared and engaged in class.  

• Online Canvas participation will be assessed via student participation in a discussion 
board for our class. Students can post their reading responses to facilitate additional 
discussion of the readings, pose (and respond to) questions to the class about the material, 
and/or share news articles that are related to course concepts. This participation is 
encouraged, but not required. If you are generally hesitant to participate in class, this 
would be a good way for you to still engage.  

 
Reading Responses: Students are required to complete a total of 5 reading responses throughout 
the semester (3% of total grade each). Reading responses are expected to be thoughtful and well-
written, but they are not lengthy.  The goal not for students to summarize the readings, but rather 
to reflect on what they found interesting about a reading, what questions they still have, what 
connections they observe between this reading and others in this course or current events, and/or 
to critique the readings.  I will provide you with a grading rubric. In brief:  

• Length: 300-500 words 
• Scope: You may choose one reading or draw connections between multiple readings 

assigned that day. 
• Deadline: Due by 7:59pm the night before the reading assignment was due. For example, 

if you were writing a response to Krosnick & McGraw (2002), which was assigned for 
Tuesday, August 27, your reading response would be due at 7:59pm on Monday, August 
26.   

• Submission: Submit online to Canvas. 
 
Midterm Exam: Students will take a midterm exam in class on Tuesday, October 22, 2019.  The 
exam will cover all course material and readings through October 10, 2019. The exam will be a 
combination of multiple choice, short answer, and an essay question in order to assess different 
levels of understanding.  A detailed study guide will be provided to you one week before the 
exam. 
 
Final Project: Students will complete a final project due on Wednesday, December 11, 2019 at 
7:59pm, submitted to Turnitin.com via Canvas. Your final project must be between 1,000 and 
1,500 words.  
 

Rough Draft: Students must submit a rough draft of their final project on Monday, 
November 25, 2019 at 7:59pm. There are no specific parameters for how complete the 
draft must be, but note that the more effort you put into your rough draft, the more direct 
feedback you will receive for improvement for the final draft. 
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Peer Feedback: Students will give each other feedback on their rough drafts. While you 
will not know whose paper you are reading, nor will the author know who gave them 
feedback, I will be able to view your names.  You will be graded on completing this 
assignment by providing thoughtful, constructive feedback to your peer. Peer feedback 
will be facilitated automatically in Canvas. Peer feedback is due on Wednesday, 
December 4, 2019 at 7:59pm. 

 
Students have some flexibility over the format of the final project.  I suggest that you choose a 
format that best suits your career goals. This assignment is designed in part to give you an option 
for a writing sample when you apply for jobs or graduate school.  In this project, you must use 
concepts from this course to explain how political psychology helps us understand real world 
political phenomena.  I will provide a handout with detailed information and a rubric for the final 
project, posted to Canvas. Here are some examples:  

• Write a nonpartisan political blog post explaining how political psychological concepts 
help us understand [POLITICAL PHENOMENON: i.e. the 2016 election, the Travel 
Ban, the 2018 midterm elections, government shutdowns, Brett Kavanaugh’s Supreme 
Court confirmation, etc.]. You might consult The Monkey Cage for some examples. 

• Write a campaign strategy memo explaining how political psychological concepts will 
help your candidate win. For this option, you could either choose a candidate to run in 
2020, or you could write a memo to the campaign staff of a candidate who lost in 2016 or 
2018, explaining how they could have strategized differently, using political psychology.  

• Write a communications strategy memo for [CURRENT POLITICIAN].  Use concepts 
from this course to make recommendations to this politician’s communications team.  

 
 
Course Policies 
 
Quality: Final course grades will be assigned using the following grading scale. Detailed 
information on expectations for written assignments will be provided.  Note that grades will not 
be rounded up. For instance, if your final percentage is 89.9, your course grade will be a B+.  
 

A: 
Excellent work 

B: 
Solid, above average 

work 

C: 
Average work 

D: 
Below average work 

F: 
Substantially below 

expectations 
   89-87 B+ 79-77 C+ 69-67 D+  < 60 F 
100-94  A 86-83 B 76-73 C 66-63 D   
93-90 A- 82-80 B- 72-70 C- 62-60 D-   
 
 
Attendance: Attendance in all class sessions is strongly encouraged.  I will not take attendance, 
but participation in class discussions, simulations, and activities makes up 10 percent of your 
course grade.  In addition, the exam will draw primarily on material covered in class, most of 
which is not covered in the course readings.  
 
Late Policies: Late assignments will not be accepted without penalty.  Late assignments will 
receive a five percentage point deduction to the grade on that assignment for each day late.  
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Computer malfunctions will not be considered a legitimate excuse for submitting late 
assignments. I recommend regularly backing up your work on Box, Dropbox, Google Drive, an 
external hard drive or flash drive, or some other system to save your work. For longer 
assignments, you might consider saving multiple drafts and emailing them to yourself as you 
work. In addition, I recommend that you take screenshots or otherwise document submissions to 
Canvas or Turnitin to provide evidence that you submitted your assignment on time.  
 
Extra Credit: Extra credit will rarely, if ever, be available. As a result, it is crucial that you do 
your best on each and every assignment.  
 
Grade Appeals: I do not communicate about grades over email.  If you are not in class the day an 
assignment or exam is passed back, it is your responsibility to make arrangements with me to 
pick it up.  If you are unsatisfied with your grade on an assignment, you can appeal your grade 
within one week of the date the assignment was returned. To appeal your grade, you need to 
write a one-page, double-spaced explanation of why you think your work merits a higher grade. 
After reviewing the appeal, your assignment will be re-graded by me.  Your grade can go up, 
stay the same, or go down on the re-grade. After your work is re-graded, I highly recommend 
that you schedule a meeting with me to discuss your work.    
 
Academic Integrity: I expect that students take academic integrity as seriously as I do and that 
academic misconduct will not be an issue in this class.  That said, instances of cheating, 
plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty will be reported to an academic integrity 
officer and your four year advisor.  If you are unfamiliar with the University’s policy on 
academic integrity, please consult the policy here: https://wustl.edu/about/compliance-
policies/academic-policies/undergraduate-student-academic-integrity-policy/ 
   
Learning Disabilities: Washington University is committed to providing accommodations 
and/or services to students with documented disabilities. Students who are seeking support for a 
disability or a suspected disability should contact Disability Resources at 314-935-5970. 
Disability Resources is responsible for approving all disability-related accommodations for WU 
students, and students are responsible for providing faculty members with formal documentation 
of their approved accommodations at least two weeks prior to using those accommodations. I 
will accept Disability Resources Accommodation Letter forms by email and personal delivery. If 
you have already been approved for accommodations, I request that you provide me with a copy 
of your Accommodation Letter within the first two weeks of the semester. If you have any 
additional questions, please feel free to contact Disability Resources at 
disabilityresources@wustl.edu and consult their website https://students.wustl.edu/disability-
resources/ 
 
Writing Help: For additional help on your writing, consult the expert staff of The Writing Center 
(writingcenter.wustl.edu) in Olin Library (first floor). It can be enormously helpful to ask 
someone outside a course to read your essays and to provide feedback on strength of argument, 
clarity, organization, etc. 
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Accommodations Based Upon Sexual Assault: The University is committed to offering 
reasonable academic accommodations to students who are victims of sexual assault.  Students 
are eligible for accommodation regardless of whether they seek criminal or disciplinary 
action.  Depending on the specific nature of the allegation, such measures may include but are 
not limited to: implementation of a no-contact order, course/classroom assignment changes, and 
other academic support services and accommodations.  If you need to request such 
accommodations, please direct your request to Kim Webb (kim_webb@wustl.edu), Director of 
the Relationship and Sexual Violence Prevention Center.  Ms. Webb is a confidential resource; 
however, requests for accommodations will be shared with the appropriate University 
administration and faculty.  The University will maintain as confidential any accommodations or 
protective measures provided to an individual student so long as it does not impair the ability to 
provide such measures. 
 
If a student comes to me to discuss or disclose an instance of sexual assault, sex discrimination, 
sexual harassment, dating violence, domestic violence or stalking, or if I otherwise observe or 
become aware of such an allegation, I will keep the information as private as I can, but as a 
faculty member of Washington University, I am required to immediately report it to my 
Department Chair or Dean or directly to Ms. Jessica Kennedy, the University’s Title IX 
Coordinator.  If you would like to speak with the Title IX Coordinator directly, Ms. Kennedy can 
be reached at (314) 935-3118, jwkennedy@wustl.edu, or by visiting her office in the Women’s 
Building.  Additionally, you can report incidents or complaints to Tamara King, Associate Dean 
for Students and Director of Student Conduct, or by contacting WUPD at (314) 935-5555 or your 
local law enforcement agency.   
 
You can also speak confidentially and learn more about available resources at the Relationship 
and Sexual Violence Prevention Center by calling (314) 935-8761 or visiting the 4th floor of 
Seigle Hall. 
 
Bias Reporting: The University has a process through which students, faculty, staff and 
community members who have experienced or witnessed incidents of bias, prejudice or 
discrimination against a student can report their experiences to the University’s Bias Report and 
Support System (BRSS) team.  See:  brss.wustl.edu  
 
Mental Health: Mental Health Services’ professional staff members work with students to 
resolve personal and interpersonal difficulties, many of which can affect the academic 
experience. These include conflicts with or worry about friends or family, concerns about eating 
or drinking patterns, and feelings of anxiety and depression.  See:  shs.wustl.edu/MentalHealth 
 
Technology: Please turn off your cell phones before coming to class. If you are expecting an 
important call, please tell me before class, keep your phone on vibrate, and leave quietly when 
you receive the call.  I prefer that you do not use your laptop or tablet in class. If you feel that 
you must use your laptop, please be courteous to your peers and avoid looking at distracting 
content that is unrelated to the course. 
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Email Policy: Email is a great way to get in touch with me regarding questions about the course 
and assignments. I typically reply to emails within 24 hours Monday-Friday.  Below are a few 
guidelines to ensure effective email communication:  

• If you do not receive a reply from me within 48 hours, please kindly send a follow up 
email. I want to make sure your questions are answered! 

• I do not discuss grades over email. If you have a question about a grade, please email me 
to set up a time to meet in person or come to office hours. 

• Please include “3103 Political Psychology” in the subject line. 
• Please include an appropriate closing (e.g. Best, Your Name) that includes your first and 

last name at the end of your email.  
• Please do not email me with questions that are clearly addressed in the syllabus or 

assignment instructions handouts (e.g. deadlines, reading assignments, attendance policy, 
how assignments are weighted, etc.). 
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Course Reading Calendar 
 

Readings should be completed prior to lecture on each day.  The learning outcomes should give you a sense for what you should learn 
that day between the lecture and the readings. All readings will be available on Canvas. I reserve the right to make changes to the 

reading list, but I will not increase the reading load and you will have at least one week’s notice of any changes. 
 

Date Topic Readings Learning Outcomes 
Tuesday 

August, 27, 2019 
Lecture 1 

Introduction 
What is Political 
Psychology? 
 
Where do we see 
political psychology in 
the real world? 

• Krosnick, Jon A. and Kathleen M. McGraw. 2002. 
“Psychological Political Science Versus Political Psychology 
True to Its Name: A Plea for Balance,” in Kristen Renwick 
Monroe (Ed.) Political Psychology, pages 79-83 

• Understand the course requirements, 
policies, and expectations  

• Explain the difference between 
political psychology and 
psychological political science 

• Provide examples of how political 
psychology has been used in 
academia and the real world 

 
Thursday 

August 29, 2019 
 

 
No Class 

  

Tuesday 
September 3, 2019 

Lecture 2 

Introduction: The 
Political Being 

• Cottam, Martha L., Elena Mastors, Thomas Preston, and Beth 
Dietz. 2015. Introduction to Political Psychology, 3rd Edition, 
Chapter 1 (pages 1-14) 

• Explain the features of the “political 
being” and how they might help us 
better understand political behavior  
 

Thursday 
September 5, 2019 

Lecture 3 

Research Design 
How do we study 
political psychology? 

• Hibbing, John R., Kevin B. Smith, and John R. Alford. 2014. 
Predisposed: Liberals, Conservatives, and the Biology of 

Political differences, Chapter 1, focus on pages 12-19 
• Excerpts from Trochim’s The Research Methods Knowledge 

Base 

• Describe common methods used to 
study political psychology, such as 
lab experiments, surveys, and 
physiological studies.  
o Explain the difference between 

causation and correlation 
o Explain the importance of 

random assignment for causal 
identification 

Tuesday 
September 10, 

2019 
Lecture 4 

Individual Differences: 
Personality 

• Mondak, Jeffery J. 2010. Personality and the Foundations of 

Political Behavior, pages 24-26; 47-65; 118-120; 176-178 
 

• Identify the Big 5 personality 
characteristics 

• Identify some of the key forms of 
political behavior that correlate with 
different personality types and 
explain the intuition behind these 



	

Carlson, Pol Sci 3103  9 

correlations (e.g. Why are extraverts 
more likely to vote?) 

Thursday 
September 12, 

2019 
Lecture 5 

Individual Differences: 
Biology 

• Hatemi, Peter K. and Rose McDermott. 2011. Man is by 

Nature a Political Animal, pages 34-37 
• Smith, Kevin B. and John R. Hibbing. 2011. “The Mind-Body 

Connection: Psychophysiology as an Approach to Studying 
Political Attitudes and Behaviors.” In Peter K. Hatemi and 
Rose McDermott (eds). Man is by Nature a Political Animal, 
pages 224-229 

• List some political behaviors and 
attitudes that correlate with genetics 

• Identify the main 
psychophysiological measures used 
to study political behavior and 
explain why they are useful.  

• Describe some of the relationships 
between psychophysiology and 
political behavior 

Tuesday 
September 17, 

2019 
Lecture 6 

Liberals and 
Conservatives are 
Different 

• Hibbing, John R., Kevin B. Smith, and John R. Alford. 2014. 
Predisposed: Liberals, Conservatives, and the Biology of 

Political differences, Chapter 4 and Chapter 6 
• Haidt, Jonathan and Chris Wilson. 2014. “Can TIME Predict 

Your Politics? See how your preferences in dogs, Internet 
browsers, and 10 other items predict your partisan leanings.” 
TIME Magazine 9 January 2014. Available at: 
http://time.com/510/can-time-predict-your-politics/ Read full 
article and take the quiz 

• Compare and contrast liberals and 
conservatives on both political and 
apolitical dimensions 

• Explain the main theories about why 
liberals and conservatives are 
different 

• Define and explain Moral 
Foundations Theory 

 
Thursday 

September 19, 
2019 

Lecture 7 

In-class activity • Review class notes and readings to prepare for activity • Evaluate why we should care about 
individual differences in personality, 
psychophysiology, and genetics as 
they relate to political behavior. 

Tuesday 
September 24, 

2019 
Lecture 8 

Information 
Processing: Biases 

• “Why we fall for political spin” Washington Post. August 23, 
2017. Read article and take quiz. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2017/politics/cogni
tive-biases/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.caafa9cf52ab 

• Farrell, Henry. “The not-quite-as-depressing psychological 
theory that explains Washington” Monkey Cage. January 10, 
2014. https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-
cage/wp/2014/01/10/the-not-quite-as-depressing-
psychological-theory-that-explains-washington/ 

• Define and explain how the 
following cognitive biases can 
affect political behavior: 
fundamental attribution error, 
positivity effect, negativity effect, 
self-serving bias, egocentric bias, 
confirmation bias, cognitive 
dissonance, motivated reasoning 

• Explain attribution theory and 
consistency theory 

• Define and provide examples of 
common heuristics, such as the 
availability heuristic, 
representativeness heuristic, and 
anchoring heuristic 



	

Carlson, Pol Sci 3103  10 

• Evaluate the extent to which these 
biases help or hinder our political 
decision making 

Thursday 
September 26, 

2019 
Lecture 9 

Information 
Processing: Heuristics 

• Redlawsk, David P. 2002. “Hot Cognition or Cool 
Consideration? Testing the Effects of Motivated Reasoning on 
Political Decision Making.” Journal of Politics 64(4): 1021-
1044. Read pages 1021-1026; 1039-1041 

• Lau, Richard and David P. Redlawsk. 2001. “Advantages and 
disadvantages of cognitive heuristics in political decision 
making.” American Journal of Political Science 45(4): 951-
971. Read pages 951-954; 966-969 

• Describe the main theories 
explaining how individuals process 
political information (e.g. online 
processing, motivated reasoning) 

• Describe the levels of political 
knowledge in the U.S. and how 
political knowledge relates to other 
forms of political behavior 

• Identify and explain the most 
common heuristics (information 
shortcuts) used in political decision-
making 

 
Tuesday 

October 1, 2019 
Lecture 10 

Information 
Processing: 
Misinformation 

• Nyhan, Brendan and Jason Reifler. 2010. “When Corrections 
Fail: The Persistence of Political Misperceptions.” Political 

Behavior 32: 303-330. Read pages 303-309; 323-324 
• Matthews, Julian. “A cognitive scientist explains why humans 

are so susceptible to fake news and misinformation.” Nieman 
Lab. April 17, 2019. https://www.niemanlab.org/2019/04/a-
cognitive-scientist-explains-why-humans-are-so-susceptible-
to-fake-news-and-misinformation/ 

• Wood, Thomas and Ethan Porter. 2019. “The Elusive Backfire 
Effect: Mass Attitudes’ Steadfast Factual Adherence.” 
Political Behavior 41: 135-163. Read pages 136-142, skim 
142-160, read 160-161 

• Explain the psychological 
mechanisms behind belief in 
misinformation 

• Evaluate whether misinformation 
can be corrected 

Thursday 
October 3, 2019 

Lecture 11 

Irrelevant and 
Apolitical Influences on 
Political Behavior  

• Healy, Andrew J., Neil Malhotra, and Cecilia Hyunjung Mo. 
2010. “Irrelevant events affect voters’ evaluations of 
government performance.” Proceedings of the National 

Academy of the Sciences 107(29): 12804-12809. Read full 
article 

• Busby, Ethan C., James N. Druckman, and Alexandria 
Fredendall. 2017. “The Political Relevance of Irrelevant.” 
Journal of Politics 79(1): 346-350. Read full article 

• Identify examples of “irrelevant” 
political events that can impact 
political behavior 

• Explain the psychological 
mechanisms behind individuals’ 
responses to irrelevant events 

 

Tuesday 
October 8, 2019 

Lecture 12 

Voting: Turnout • READ FIRST: Brady, Henry E., Sidney Verba, and Kay 
Lehman Schlozman. 1995. “Beyond SES: A Resource Model 
of Political Participation.” American Political Science Review 

• Identify common forms of political 
participation  

• Explain the resource model of 
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89(2): 271-294. Read pages 271-272  
• Mondak, Jeffery J. 2010. Personality and the Foundations of 

Political Behavior, Read pages 152-164 
• Loewen, Peter John and Christopher T. Dawes. 2012. “The 

Heritability of Duty and Voter Turnout.” Political Psychology 

33(3): 363-373. Read pages 363-365, 368-371 

political participation  
• Explain the psychological correlates 

of political participation 
• Evaluate whether these 

psychological factors that motivate 
voting behavior are more or less 
influential than other factors, such as 
resources 

Thursday 
October 10, 2019 

Lecture 13 

Voting: Vote Choice • Green, Donald, Bradley Palmquist, and Eric Schickler. 2002. 
Partisan Hearts & Minds: Political Parties and the Social 

Identities of Voters, Read pages 1-13.  

• Describe the most common ways in 
which individuals choose candidates 
to support  

• Explain the social identity theory of 
partisanship and voting 

• Define and explain retrospective and 
prospective voting 

Tuesday 
October 15, 2019 

No Class – Fall Break    

Thursday 
October 17, 2019 

Lecture 14 

Review for Midterm • Come prepared with questions 
• Review study guide 

• Feel confident going into the 
midterm exam 

Tuesday 
October 22, 2019 

Midterm Exam   

Thursday 
October 24, 2019 

Lecture 15 

Campaigns I 
Mobilization 

• Gerber, Alan S., Donald P. Green, and Christopher W. 
Larimer. 2008. “Social Pressure and Voter Turnout: Evidence 
from a Large-Scale Field Experiment.” American Political 

Science Review 102(1). Read pages 33-42, review treatment 
mailers on pages 43-46 

• Define the following key terms: 
turnout, social pressure, field 
experiment 

• Describe how social pressure can be 
used to increase turnout and when it 
might be less effective 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of 
common campaign mobilization 
strategies from a psychological 
perspective 

Tuesday 
October 29, 2019 

Lecture 16 

Campaigns II 
Persuasion 

• Martin, Paul s. 2004. “Inside the Black Box of Negative 
Campaign Effects: Three reasons Why Negative Campaigns 
Mobilize.” Political Psychology 25(4). Read pages 545-557 

• Broockman, David, and Joshua Kalla. "Durably reducing 
transphobia: A field experiment on door-to-door 
canvassing." Science 352, no. 6282 (2016): 220-224. 

• Define the following key terms: 
negative ads, positive ads, contrast 
ads, persuasion, elaboration 
likelihood model 

• Describe the conditions under which 
persuasion is most likely 

• Explain whether (and when) 
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campaign ads are effective 
Thursday 

October 31, 2019 
Lecture 17 

Media I: Hostile Media 
Effect and Media Bias 

• Perloff, Richard M. "A three-decade retrospective on the 
hostile media effect." Mass Communication and Society 18, 
no. 6 (2015): 701-729. 

• Explain and evaluate the main 
theories for why individuals choose 
certain information sources 

• Define and explain the hostile media 
effect 

• Identify and describe different forms 
of media bias 

Tuesday 
November 5, 2019 

Lecture 18 

Media II: Framing 
Effects 

• Iyengar, Shanto. 1987. “Television News and Citizen 
Explanations of National Affairs.” American Political Science 

Review 81(3): 815-832 
• Chong, Dennis and James N. Druckman. 2007. “Framing 

Theory.” Annual Review of Political Science 10: 103-126. 
Read pages 103-110; 120-122 

• Merolla, Jennifer, S. Karthick Ramakrishnan, and Chris 
Haynes. 2013. “’Illegal,’ ‘Undocumented,’ or ‘Unauthorized’: 
Equivalency Frames, Issue Frames, and Public Opinion on 
Immigration.” Perspectives on Politics 11(3). Read pages 
789-801  

• Define framing effects 
• Explain how framing effects can 

impact public opinion  
 

Thursday 
November 7, 2019 

Lecture 19 

Media III: Priming 
Effects 

• Branaghan, Russell J., and Rob Gray. "Nonconscious 
activation of an elderly stereotype and speed of 
driving." Perceptual and motor skills 110, no. 2 (2010): 580-
592. 

• Moy, Patricia, Michael A. Xenos, and Verena K. Hess. 
"Priming effects of late-night comedy." International Journal 

of Public Opinion Research 18, no. 2 (2005): 198-210. 

• Define priming effects 
• Explain how priming effects can 

impact public opinion  
• Evaluate the extent to which the 

media can facilitate priming effects  

Tuesday 
November 12, 

2019 
Lecture 20 

Social Media: Fake 
News and Social 
Influence 

• Barbera, Pablo, John T. Jost, Jonathan Nagler, Joshua A. 
Tucker, and Richard Bonneau. 2015. “Tweeting From Left to 
Right: Is Online Political Communication More Than an Echo 
Chamber?” Psychological Science 26(10): 1531-1542, Read 
pages 1531-1532; 1539-1540; look at the figures on pages 
1538-1539 

• Anspach, Nicolas and Taylor N. Carlson. “What to Believe? 
How Social Media Facilitate Misinformation.” Political 

Behavior 
• https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2018/03/why-

its-okay-to-say-fake-news/555215/ 
 

 

• Identify and evaluate explanations 
for belief in political rumors, 
misinformation, and fake news on 
social media  

• Discuss the extent to which social 
media facilitates political echo 
chambers online and the 
psychological mechanisms that 
might perpetuate them 
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Thursday 
November 14, 

2019 
Lecture 21 

Political Discussion • Sinclair, Betsy. 2012. The Social Citizen: Peer Networks and 

Political Behavior, Read Chapter 1, pages 1-19 
 

• Explain some of the ways in which 
social networks impact political 
behavior 

• Define the following key terms: 
political discussion network, name 
generator, homophily, homogeneous 
discussion network, heterogeneous 
discussion network, conflict 
avoidance, social anxiety, political 
discussant, echo chamber, opinion 
leader, political informant 

 
Tuesday 

November 19, 
2019 

Lecture 22 

Affective Polarization I • Iyengar, Shanto and Sean J. Westwood. 2015. “Fear and 
Loathing across Party Lines: New Evidence on Group 
Polarization.” American Journal of Political Science 59(3): 
690-707. Read full article 

• Nicholson, Stephen P., Chelsea M. Coe, Jason Emory, and 
Anna V. Song. 2016. “The Politics of Beauty: The Effects of 
Partisan Bias on Physical Attractiveness.” Political Behavior 

38: 883-898. Read full article 
 

• Define the following key terms: 
polarization, affective polarization, 
social polarization, sorting, moral 
foundations theory, apolitical 
differences 

• Describe some of the consequences 
of affective polarization  
 

Thursday 
November 21, 

2019 
Lecture 23 

Affective Polarization 
II 

• Mason, Liliana. 2018. Uncivil Agreement, Chapter 1 (Chapter 
2 is optional) 

• Settle, Jaime E. 2018. Frenemies: How Facebook Polarizes 

America, Chapter 4.  

• Explain the main theories about why 
affective polarization persists 

• Evaluate the evidence supporting each 
theory 

 
Tuesday 

November 26, 
2019 

Lecture 24 

Implicit vs. Explicit 
Attitudes 

• Kam, Cindy D. 2007. “Implicit Attitudes, Explicit Choices: 
When Subliminal Priming Predicts Candidate Preference.” 
Political Behavior 29(3): 343-367. Read full article 

• Perez, Efren. 2015. Unspoken Politics: Implicit Attitudes and 

Political Thinking. Read excerpt from Chapter 4 
• Optional: Take 1-2 IATs: 

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html  
 
 

 

• Define the following key terms: 
implicit attitude, explicit attitude, 
implicit bias, explicit bias, linked 
fate, social identity theory, contact 
hypothesis, self-monitoring 

• Describe the psychological 
mechanisms that might explain 
racial bias in the U.S. 

Thursday 
November 28, 

2019 

No Class – 
Thanksgiving  

  



	

Carlson, Pol Sci 3103  14 

Tuesday 
December 3, 2019 

Lecture 25 

Tying it All Together • Gonzalez, Roberto J. “Hacking the citizenry? Personality 
profiling, ‘big data’ and the election of Donald Trump” 
http://www.cs.yale.edu/homes/jf/Gonzalez.pdf 

• Resnick, Brian. 2018. “Cambridge Analytica’s ‘psychographic 
microtargeting’: What’s bulls**t and what’s legit.” Vox. 
https://www.vox.com/science-and-
health/2018/3/23/17152564/cambridge-analytica-
psychographic-microtargeting-what 

• Evaluate whether we should care 
about psychology in understanding 
politics 

 

Thursday 
December 5, 2019 

Lecture 26 

Tying it All Together  • Evaluate whether we should care 
about psychology in understanding 
politics 

 
 
 
 


