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My experiences as teaching assistants in Washington University in St. Louis have given me a 

great deal of opportunity to teach. I have delivered lectures to both undergraduate and 

graduate students on math tools and models not covered in class. From these experience, I 

learnt that a teacher should put herself into students’ shoes when preparing courses. This 

allows the teacher to find out which material students might have difficulty to understand and 

which might interest them, and thus to know which material to emphasize in class. I also 

learned that teaching is an interaction of continuous learning and knowledge transmission. 

Research and teaching should go hand in hand because research is a way to create new 

knowledge, and teaching is a way to pass the knowledge created and to receive challenges. I 

prefer teaching macroeconomics and development economics considering my training and 

interests in them. 

 

For undergraduate courses, one of my focuses is the training on economic intuition. I will 

provide examples for each concept presented in class because one of the main difficulties for 

lower-level undergraduates is to relate abstract concepts to the daily economic activities. For 

example, to teach growth and development, I will first highlight important empirical facts 

regarding the similarity and differences across countries at different stages of development to 

raise students’ curiosity and desire to explore the underlying mechanisms. Then I will lecture on 

the fundamental theories to equip students with tools they need to analyze real world 

problems. After that, I will return to the facts posed at the beginning and let students answer 

the questions collectively in terms of their newly learned theories. At the end, I will let students 

organize groups and work on group projects. Each group will be asked to choose one of the 

topics that have been covered in class, and a couple of countries of their own interest; they will 

need to demonstrate new observations and analyze the questions. Students will be inspired by 

their ability to discover new phenomena, to ask insightful questions, and to conduct research 



using what they have learned in class. For development economics, I will use Introduction to 

Economic Growth by Jones and Vollrath and The Economics of Growth by Aghion and Howitt as 

textbooks and my own lecture notes will be important supplements. For macroeconomics, I will 

use Principles of Macroeconomics by Mankiw for the introductory level, and Macroeconomics 

by Abel, Bernanke and Croushore and Macroeconomics by Williamson for the intermediate 

level. 

 

For graduate courses, it is more model-intensive and thought-provoking. I would assign 

a rich set of papers for reading with certain ones mandatory and supplement the textbook with 

important results from the research frontier. To facilitate students to link between theory and 

empirical evidence, I would ask them to analyze data with model. To train them how to 

transform research ideas into rigorous paper, I would encourage class discussion and push 

them to produce serious research proposals. I am most interested in teaching macroeconomics 

and growth and development, covering topics such as dynamic programming, optimal control, 

the OLG model, endogenous growth theory, search and matching, structural transformation, 

innovation, labor market development, demographic transitions, DSGE models and 

heterogeneous agent models. For macroeconomics, I will mainly rely on Recursive 

Macroeconomic Theory by Ljungqvist and Sargent, and Intertemporal Macroeconomics by 

Azariadis. For growth and development, I will use Introduction to Macroeconomic Growth by 

Acemoglu and supplement with lecture notes. 

 

I strongly believe that teaching is a great opportunity to learn and to pass on knowledge. I am 

committed to becoming a better teacher. I look forward to teaching as an integral aspect of my 

future academic career. 

 


