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April 4, 2018 – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
UDALL FOUNDATION AWARDS 2018 NATIVE AMERICAN CONGRESSIONAL INTERNSHIPS 
 
The Udall Foundation and Native Nations Institute are pleased to announce the selection of 12 
students from 9 Native nations and 11 universities as 2018 Native American Congressional 
Interns. An independent review committee chose them on the basis of academic achievement 
and a demonstrated commitment to careers in Tribal public policy. 
 
The Udall Interns will complete an intensive, 9-week internship in the summer of 2018 in 
Washington, D.C. Special enrichment activities will provide opportunities to meet with key 
decision makers. From 1996 through 2018, 267 Native American and Alaska Native students from 
120 Tribes will have participated in the program. 10 Udall interns have been students at 
Washington University. 
 
Krystian Sisson, Muscogee (Creek) Nation, interning in the office of Representative Norma 
Torres 
 
Krystian Sisson is a member of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation from Henryetta, Oklahoma. Sisson 
is pursuing a master’s of social work, with a concentration in policy, from Washington University 
in St. Louis. She has been involved with the school’s American Indian Student Association and 
the Kathryn M. Buder Center for American Indian Studies as a Buder Scholar. She also helped 
plan Washington University's 2017 and 2018 annual Pow Wows. Sisson interned with the Federal 
Reserve Bank of St. Louis's Community Development department, where she worked on 
initiatives to address challenges in low-income communities. Before moving to St. Louis in 2016, 
she served as a housing case manager in Bryan, Texas. She holds a bachelor’s degree from Texas 
A&M University and will complete her graduate degree in August 2018. Sisson is most looking 
forward to the valuable learning experience with the incoming cohort of leaders in Indian 
Country and throughout the U.S. during the internship. 
 
The Native American Congressional Internship Program provides Native American and Alaska 
Native students with the opportunity to gain practical experience with the Federal legislative 
process to understand firsthand the government-to-government relationship between Tribes and  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the Federal Government. The Udall Internship is funded and co-administered by the Native 
Nations Institute at the University of Arizona. 
 
More Information 
 
The Udall Foundation was established by Congress in 1992 as an independent executive branch 
agency to honor Morris K. Udall's lasting impact on this nation's environment, public lands, and 
natural resources, and his support of the rights and self-governance of Native Americans and 
Alaska Natives. In 2009, Congress enacted legislation to honor Stewart L. Udall and add his name 
to the Udall Foundation. For more information, visit udall.gov. 
 
The Native Nations Institute (NNI) was founded in 2001 by the Udall Foundation and the 
University of Arizona as a self-determination, governance, and development resource for Native 
Nations. For more information, visit nni.arizona.edu. 
 
For additional information about the Native Nations Institute and the Udall Internship program, 
please contact Mona Nozhackum at 520-626-0664 or nozhackum@email.arizona.edu. 
 


