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The Alberti Program: Architecture for Young People 
Job Description: Teaching Assistants, Summer 2020 
Seeking collaborative students to serve as teaching assistants for the Alberti Program: 
Architecture for Young People 
 

 
 
The Alberti Program: Architecture for Young People allows St. Louis students in grades 4 
through 8 to explore architecture and design through hands-on learning. This tuition-free 
program operates as a day camp in the summer. 
 
The Alberti Program has five objectives: 

 Fuel the next generation through teaching architecture and design with an emphasis on 
sustainable environments.  

 Encourage young people from families with low incomes and young people of color to 
become architects and designers.  

 Train young people to build skills critical for success and personal development through 
the lens of design and architecture.  

 Develop and foster responsibility, accountability, contextual learning, and personal 
growth among Washington University students.  

 Engage in the K-12 education system to cultivate and deepen connections between 
Washington University and the St. Louis community.   

 
This summer, the Alberti Program will work in partnership with PGAV Destinations and the 
Center for Humanities through the Divided City Initiative. Design Teaching Assistants will be 
working alongside Teaching Assistants studying the humanities during the Summer 2020 
program. Teaching Assistants will also collaborate with professionals from PGAV Destinations, 
and with a senior Alberti Collaborator with a background in the humanities. 
 
Teaching Assistants will guide student participants through lateral thinking, the design process, 
and sustainable design. Student participants are in the 4th through 8th grade. They tackle 2 
and 3-dimensional problems through hands-on methods. Teaching Assistants will mentor and 
support students, implementing the curriculum and leading field trips. 
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The ideal Teaching Assistants will have an interest in education and exposing students to new 
ideas. They will be enthusiastic to learn more and engage with participants, and eager to 
collaborate with Teaching Assistants from both humanities and design backgrounds. 
 
Beyond engagement of the curriculum and providing design inspiration and advice to 
participants, teaching assistants will be responsible for taking attendance, participating in set 
up and tear down activities, completing evaluations as directed by Alberti staff, calmly 
resolving conflicts with participants, reporting any unusual or inappropriate behavior to Alberti 
staff promptly, assisting participants in design and when using tools and equipment, and never 
leaving any participant unattended. 
 
Timeline & Commitment 

 Teaching Assistants must be available for the duration of the summer program on the 
WashU Campus (Givens and Steinberg Halls), on weekdays from 8:30am to 4:30pm, 
June 1st to June 26th. The program with students runs daily from 9am to 3pm, with the 
time afterward for debriefing, lesson planning, and preparation.  

 Teaching Assistants will need to be available for 10 hours the week prior to the program 
for set-up and preparation.  

 Teaching Assistants must also complete a fingerprint background check prior to the 
start of the program through WashU Campus Card Services. 

 
Pay 

 $12/hour  
 
Eligibility 

 Undergraduate or graduate students in good academic standing.  
 Ability to pass a fingerprint background check. 
 Preferred prior experience with the Alberti program or other youth programs.  

 
Summer 2020 Dates 

 Alberti Program sessions: Monday through Friday, June 1 to 26, 8:30a until 4:30p  
 Mandatory training day: May 29, 8:30a-4:30p 

 
Applications are due by March 23rd. 
Please complete the application online at: https://tinyurl.com/AlbertiSU20-TA  
For more information, contact Emily Coffman at ecoffman@wustl.edu.  
 

 


